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Poetry from the Han, Wei, and Six Dynasties : With a
Discussion on the "Two Tunes" and "Two Forms" of the
Gexing Genre
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Abstract: The rhyming paradigms of seven-syllable classical poetry from the Han, Wei, and Six
Dynasties primarily manifest in two forms: continuous rhyme and shifting rhyme. Textual an
alysis reveals that the so—called Boliang Style is not, in a strict sense, a continuous rhyme fo-
rm, whereas the Yange Xing Style exemplifies the canonical model of continuous rhyme. In s-
hifting rhyme seven-syllable poetry, changes in rhyme sections correspond closely to shifts in
thematic or narrative content. Moreover, such poetry underwent a historical evolution in both
the frequency and scope of rhyme shifts; the Xing/u Nan corpus played a pivotal role in this
development and later became a central reference point for Ming dynasty poetic theorists wh-
en addressing the issues of "form" and "tune" in the gexing genre. Ming critics categorized no-

nrhyme shifting seven syllable poetry specifically that represented by the Boliang and Yange
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Xing styles as the "common tune". However, this designation reflects a conceptual understandi-
ng rather than strict adherence to consistent rhyming in the actual texts. In contrast, rhyme
shifting seven syllable poetry, exemplified by the Xinglu Nan lineage, was classified as the "va-
riant tune". Notably, this "variant tune" system can be further subdivided into two types based
on rhyme shifting mechanisms and formal characteristics: (1) the "orthodox form" of gexing
developed by poets from the Six Dynasties through the early Tang, and (2) the "modified form
" rooted in Bao Zhao 's model and further developed by Li Bai and Du Fu.

Keywords: Han, Wei, and Six Dynasties; Seven syllable classical poetry; Rhyming patterns; Ge-

xing genre; Issues of form and tune
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