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Abstract: The "hermit", as a distinctive group in ancient Chinese society, embodies rich social,

ideological, and cultural connotations. The evolution of the hermit's image reflects the transfo-
rmation of social structures and belief systems. Prior to the Tang dynasty, the portrayal of he-
rmits underwent a symbolic progression from "moral sages" and "mystical figures with supern-
atural attributes" to "Daoist immortals." During the pre-Qin to Han periods, Confucian and Da-
oist traditions constructed a lineage of exemplary figures centered on moral virtue through th-
ree archetypes: the "righteous hermit", the "opportunistic hermit" , and the "Dao-embodying h-
ermit". By the Han-Wei transition, the integration of celestial-human correspondence theories,

Yijing numerology, and medical longevity practices shifted the hermit's role from moral exem-
plar to mystical intermediary. These figures, endowed with prophetic and nature-controlling a-
bilities, became grassroots "divine spokesmen" during turbulent eras. During the Six Dynasties

period, under the influence of Daoist theories of earthbound immortals, Neo-Daoist natural p-
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hilosophy, and the spiritual demands of aristocratic families, hermits acquired traits such as d-
ivine communion, immortality, and miraculous manifestations, completing their sacred transfo-
rmation from "mystical figures" to "immortals." This evolution epitomizes the interplay of ideo-
logical competition, intellectual shifts, and societal needs. It not only offers a fresh interpretiv-
e framework for medieval Chinese eremitic traditions but also serves as a case study for und-
erstanding the formative mechanisms of Chinese religious culture.

Keywords: Hermit image; Han-Wei and Six Dynasties; Confucianism; Daoism
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