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Analysis of the Thought and Culture of the Song Dynasty
Neo-Confucianist Zhang Shi : Take Chen Gujia's The
Biography of Zhang Shi as an introduction
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Abstract: Professor Chen Gujia 's The Biography of Zhang Shi does not follow the writing style

of ordinary biographies. Instead, it focuses on outlining the ontology and theory of human n-
ature of the philosopher Zhang Shi, analyzing the studies and moral system of the statesman
Zhang Shi, and expounding the educational thoughts and Hunan culture of the educator Zhan-
g Shi. Zhang Shi questioned the principles of Taiji, believed in the inherent goodness of hum-
an nature, adhered to the debate between righteousness and profit, advocated the mutual dev-
elopment of knowledge and action, initiated the trend of teaching and imparting knowledge in
the academy, influenced the later generations, promoted the development of Neo-Confucianis-
m in the Song Dynasty, and opened up the learning of Hunan. His thoughts and practices ha-
ve had a long-lasting influence on later generations.
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