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The Inheritance and Dissemination of Chinese Culture
in Musical Theatre Education
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Abstract: The education of musical theatre talents in China has only existed for forty to fifty

years. The curriculum largely follows Western teaching methods, showing insufficient absorpti-
on and transformation of excellent traditional Chinese culture. Moreover, the training system

places more emphasis on performance while neglecting playwriting and directing, which direc-
tly leads to a long-standing lack of original works with distinctive national cultural characteris-
tics on the domestic musical theatre stage. This paper argues that the spiritual core of excell-
ent traditional Chinese culture is the key to promoting the nationalization and modernization

of musical theatre, and the foundation of this inheritance and dissemination lies in musical t-
heatre education, which requires comprehensive development in playwriting, directing, and pe-
rformance. The article unfolds from three dimensions: First, performance education should dr-
aw on the strengths of traditional Chinese opera—using simplicity to manage complexity and

conveying spirit through form—rather than mechanically imitating stylized movements. Second,
playwriting education should be guided by excellent Chinese spirits (such as patriotism, refor-
m and innovation), actively exploring local themes and national ideological connotations. Third,
directing education should actively construct a national aesthetic orientation of "xieyi" (freeh-

and/impressionistic aesthetics).
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Only by firmly grasping cultural subjectivity in the training of musical theatre talents can we

achieve the creative transformation and innovative development of excellent traditional Chines-
e culture, making original Chinese musical theatre a spiritual bond connecting Eastern and W-
estern cultures.
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