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Self-Markedness : WeChat Status as a Stage for Digital
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Abstract: As a highly symbolic lightweight social function, WeChat Status provides users with
a convenient stage for daily self-presentation and emotional expression. Based on the theory
of cultural markedness, this study explores how users construct marked identities by combini-
ng multimodal semiotic resources such as icons, texts, and backgrounds; the ritualistic role of
such "marking" behavior in maintaining social relationships and facilitating emotional cathars-
is; and how the templates and rules provided by the WeChat platform serve as a "metalangua-
ge" device that shapes and constrains the production of markedness. WeChat Status is a limit-
ed practice of self-markedness regulated by both platform rules and social etiquette, which pr-
ofoundly reflects the semiotic paradox of individual identity performance in the digital age.
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