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Abstract: Current research on the 'overseas journey' of Chinese musicals mostly remains at a
macro-experience level, lacking path-based investigations focused on specific productions and
urban spaces. This study takes the original musical Aing's Table, identified by Shanghai's gove-
rning authorities as a work for overseas copyright export, as a case. It places the musical wit-
hin immersive small-theater ecosystems like 'Grand Performing Arts World' and 'Star Space' an-
d reconstructs its practical journey from local incubation and residency to external licensing,
based on publicly verifiable materials within China. The study adopts a methodology of proce-
ss tracking and evidence grading, establishing a framework for identifying institutional chann-
els centered on local announcements, city-level demonstrations, and national listings. The res-
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earch treats publicly available materials from the South Korean side as mere corroborative evi-

dence of facts, without entering into judgments on contract structures, division of labor and r-
evenue arrangements. The findings reveal that the long-term residency order and relatively u-
nified production grammar formed within the small-theater system provide an organizational
foundation for the project's external executability; institutional channels reduce the identificati-
on costs and compliance concerns of potential partners and platform and algorithmic environ-
ments only provide visibility and ongoing discussion access, without acting as explanatory var-
iables at the causal level. Based on these findings, this paper proposes an operational framew-
ork for the 'overseas journey path theory, advocating for understanding the process from 'perf-
ormance hubs' to 'performance origins' in the interplay between urban performing arts ecosys-
tems, production forms, and cross-border cooperation mechanisms. It also provides testable p-
ropositions and clear evidence boundaries, aiming to offer a transferable methodological para-
digm for future cross-case comparisons and post-audit studies.

Keywords: Chinese musical theatre; Overseas journey path; Institutional channels; Evidence gr-
ading; King's Table
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