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Abstract: Nicole Krauss' T Sleep But My Heart Is Awake" tells the story of a daughter who, af-
ter inheriting her deceased father Adam's apartment, gradually realizes she never truly unders-
tood him. His apartment constitutes a typical heterotopia, encapsulating the tension between
American cultural hegemony and diasporic Jewish cultural identity, thus becoming a microcos-
mic battlefield of cultural politics. First, as a counter-hegemonic enclave, the apartment enabl-
es Adam to resist assimilation into mainstream American culture within this internal space, r-
econstructing his subjectivity. Second, the apartment functions as a compensatory heterotopia,
preserving suppressed cultural roots and obscured authentic emotions in the context of dias-
pora. Finally, Adam's friend Boaz acts as a transmitter of spatial meaning, guiding the daught-
er across generational and cultural divides to complete her transition from a legal heir to a c-
ultural guardian. This study not only reveals the agency of space in cultural politics but also
points to a survival strategy of "sleeping with a waking heart", offering a reference for safegu-
arding one's cultural soul in the globalized context through the construction of heterogeneous
spaces.
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