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The Research Department and the Divergence of New
Literature — A Discussion Starting from Sun Fuyuan's
Departure from the "Morning Post" Incident
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Abstract: In October 1924, Sun Fuyuan left the Morning Post after a conflict with Liu Mianji.
Examining the 'prehistory' of this incident reveals that the editorial restrictions Sun faced at t-
he Morning Post in 1924 were directly linked to the change of the newspaper's chief editor in
November 1922. The personnel turnover at the Morning Post stemmed from the existence of
different factions within the Research Faction, each with divergent interests. By delineating th
-e internal factions—defining the scope of the 'Hubei faction' and the 'Fujian faction'—we can
better understand the operational processes behind the Morning Post from the perspective of
the Research Faction. The internal conflicts at the Morning Post were able to influence the f-
ragmentation of the May Fourth new-literature field precisely because the Research Faction's c-
ultural orientation leaned toward the Anglo-American camp, thereby diverging from figures su-
ch as Lu Xun and Sun Fuyuan.
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