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Abstract: The phenomenon of "self-exploitation” in the digital capitalist era is regarded as a si-
gnificant reconstruction of Marx's theory of "exploitation by others." The so-called initiative of
the "self" is, in fact, a "subjective shaping" achieved by capitalist logic through neoliberal ideo-
logy and algorithmic power, whose essence is a form of "passive initiative." "Self-exploitation"
signifies the deepening of alienation from "labor alienation" and "reification" to "digital alienat-
ion," driven by the capitalization of "general data." At the same time, the "labor" under this for
m of exploitation remains confined to the realm of the "realm of necessity" as defined by Ma-
rx, and its promised "free labor" is inherently illusory. The theory of "self-exploitation" does n-
ot transcend Marx's theory of exploitation but instead confirms the continued explanatory po-
wer of his critical framework in the digital age. The exploration of contemporary labor critiqu
e and paths to liberation must still return to the fundamental transformation of the political
economic structure.
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