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Abstract: The image of "artificial humans" in Western science fiction has undergone roughly f-
our stages of evolution: the Gothic stitched humanoid intelligence of the early 19th century d-
uring the genre's infancy; the mechanical intelligent lifeforms with multiple variants from the
Golden Age; the androids and clones of the New Wave period; and the cybernetic organism h-
uman-machine symbionts of the post-New Wave era. With the continual reshaping of their m-
aterial composition and social identity within human society, artificial humans have become i-
ncreasingly central figures. This ultimately blurs the boundary between natural humans and a-
rtificial humans, reflecting Western society's profound contemplation—over the two centuries s-
ince the Industrial Revolution—of the ethical dilemmas brought by technological advancement,
including crises of ethical identity and alienation in subject-object cognition.
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