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Abstract: This paper takes "Qian Chang" from the "Odes of Zheng" as a case study to systemat-
ically trace its interpretive trajectory from the pre-Qin period to modern times, exploring the
corresponding evolution of Confucian poetic theory. During the Han and Tang dynasties, the

poem was incorporated into the political and pedagogical framework of "praise and censure,"

leading to a political-allegorical reading centered on "longing for rectification." In the Song dy-
nasty, Zhu Xi' s theory of "licentious poems" broke with Han learning traditions, shifting the f-
ocus toward emotion-based literary interpretation, though the dominance of Neo-Confucianism
eventually alienated the Classic of Poetry as a moral symbol. Textual criticism in the Qing dy-
nasty promoted a return to the literary nature of the text, with scholars striving to restore its
original folk emotional character. Since modern times, expanded research perspectives have

ushered the interpretation of the Classic of Poetry into an era of pluralistic coexistence. Throu-
gh the interpretive history of "Qian Chang," this study reveals the continuous negotiation betw-

nmn

een "classic" and "poem," "politics" and "emotion" within Confucian poetics across different his-
torical stages, reflecting the close interaction between classical interpretation and contemporar-
y discourse.
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