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From "Delighting in Red" to "Mourning Red": The
Aesthetics of Life in Jia Baoyu's Character and Cao
Xueqin's Tragic Projection

Sun Jiaping', Ren Shiquan’
(‘Jieyang Open University, Jieyang, Guangdong, 522000, China; > Compilation of
Studies on Editions of Dream of the Red Chamber, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210049, China)

Abstract: Dream of the Red Chamber employs red as its dominant chromatic motif, imbuing
elements ranging from attire and décor to symbolic meanings.Immersed in this scarlet world,
Jia Baoyu naturally develops a "Red-Affinity Disposition"This disposition manifests as his devot-
ion to red objects, compassion for red-associated individuals (especially women), and apprecia-
tion for the red spirit (beauty and vitality). It is intrinsically linked to the author's concept of
"mind-love" and embodies Baoyu's transcendent "affection for the affectionless" spirit. This dis-
position also reflects Cao Xueqin's "Red-Mourning Complex", a profound lament for the inevit-
able fading of beauty. Baoyu's journey, from cherishing gatherings to mourning their dispersio-
n, signifies the shattering of an "affection-governed realm". Ultimately, he enacts his ultimate-
rebellion against feudal rites through the dramatic act of "casting himself from the precipice".
Keywords: A Dream of Red Mansions; Jia Baoyu; Red-Charmed Disposition; Cao Xueqin; Elegy-
for-Red Complex
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