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Narrative Theology: Shusaku Endo's Literary Solution to
the Catholic Predicament in His Novels
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Abstract: Shusaku Endo, a prominent postwar Japanese writer renowned for his Catholic faith and
profound religious explorations in literature, offers a unique literary solution to the predicament of
Catholicism in Japan through his novels, viewed through the lens of narrative theology. This paper
examines three pivotal works —The Girl I Left Behind, Silence, and Deep River — focusing on the
characterization of key figures such as Sugimoto Mitsu, Rodrigues, and Otsu. It reveals how Endo
employs literary devices to progressively dismantle the exclusivity of Catholic monotheism and
reconstruct an image of the "human-divine" compatible with Japan's animistic tradition. This
transformation unfolds through narrative trajectories: from the secular redemption of the "saintly
woman," through the deconstruction of divinity embodied in the "apostate," to the pluralistic
inclusivity of the "Ganges pilgrim." Endo's literary praxis not only delineates an effective path for the
"Tapanization" of Catholicism—achieved through shared suffering, reinterpreted silence, and divine
embrace—but also accomplishes a unique portrayal of religious morality within literature. His work
thus provides a deeply insightful narrative solution to the predicament of cross-cultural religious
transmission.
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