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Standing Between Words: On the Media Transcendence
of Olga Tokarczuk’ s Bieguni

Jiang Xingyu"
(* School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Comparative Literature and World
Literature, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210000, China)

Abstract: Olga Tokarczuk holds a pivotal position in contemporary Polish literature and has also
secured a significant place on the global literary stage. Bieguni, her second novel, demonstrates
Tokarczuk’ s attempt to reflect upon logocentrism and to transcend the medium of rational
language in order to explore new modes of literary writing. Through its fragmented narrative,
Bieguni seeks to “stand between words,” thereby articulating what resists articulation. Drawing on
the theoretical frameworks of Gilles Deleuze and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, this paper probes
Tokarczuk’ s strategies of resisting the rational order of traditional language. Firstly, the psychology
of travel functions as a metaphor for fragmented thinking, countering the tradition of linear and
continuous language. Secondly, Tokarczuk employs pre-reflective perception and the concept of
“corps sans organs” to reach a nomadic condition, thereby surpassing the mediation of rational
language and establishing a direct connection with the world. Finally, the airport emerges as a
concrete site of networked nodes, whose rhizomatic structure disrupts the singularity of linear time,
thus enabling a mode of thought that transcends linearity and order.
Keywords: Tokarczuk; Bieguni; Language Media; Phenomenology of Perception; Deleuze
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