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The poetry and prose of Su Shi can prove the truth: The
selection concept and value of Jiang Qian's "An Essential
Interpretation of Sushi's Zen Poetry and Prose"

Pan Ting""
(¥Graduate school of Chinese National Academy of Arts, Beijing 100029)

Abstract: During the Republic of China period, the Essential Explanations of Sushi's Zen Poetry and
Prose published by Shanghai Buddhist Publishing House was a very unique anthology of poetry and
prose. This book selects and annotates Su Shi's Buddhist poems and essays, either revealing the
Buddhist doctrines of the original texts or criticizing their imperfections, demonstrating the concept of
compiling and annotating to guide readers to "see the Buddha" and "inspire faith" through Su Shi's
poems and essays. Regarding Su Shi's poetry and prose as the gateway to enlightenment is closely
related to Su Shi's personal identity, the characteristics of his poetry and prose, and the concept of the
coexistence of Confucianism and Buddhism. Overall, this anthology of poetry and prose can be
regarded as a response to the "Humanistic Buddhism" trend of "equal emphasis on Confucianism and
Buddhism" during the Republic of China period.

Keywords: Su Shi; An Essential Interpretation of Sushi's Zen Poetry and Prose; Jiang Qian; Equal
emphasis on Confucianism and Buddhism; Humanistic Buddhism.
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