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The Impact of Characteristic Town Construction on
Residents' Sense of Place in Population Outflow Areas:
A Case Study of Changguan Acrobatics Town

Mao Hanchen?, Yang Kailu®
(* School of Earth Sciences, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, 650000, China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of persistent population outflow and regional development imbalances
in Central China, the construction of characteristic towns has emerged as a significant strategy for these
outflow areas to overcome development challenges and contribute to the "Rise of Central China"
initiative. This study selects Changguan Acrobatic Culture Town in Linquan County, Anhui Province—
located in the hinterland of the Huanghuai Plain in Central China and exhibiting typical population
outflow characteristics—as a case study. Employing the Grounded Theory methodology, it
systematically investigates the impact mechanism of characteristic town construction on the sense of
place among town residents. The findings reveal that,Characteristic town construction primarily
influences changes in the sense of place by collectively reshaping residents' experiences across three
dimensions: cultural perception, landscape perception, and interpersonal interaction perception.
Among these, the improvement in interpersonal interaction experiences plays the most direct and
significant role in fostering a positive sense of place. The individual temporal-spatial comparative
mechanism of residents serves as the core endogenous moderating variable for understanding shifts in
the sense of place. This study highlights the potential and challenges of characteristic town construction
in reshaping the sense of place and fostering synergy between "population return" and "industrial
revitalization." It provides important theoretical foundations and practical insights for activating
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endogenous development momentum through characteristic town construction in population outflow
areas of Central China, thereby supporting the implementation of the "Rise of Central China" strategy.
Keywords: Sense of place; Population outflow area; Grounded Theory; Temporal-spatial comparative
mechanism; Changguan Acrobatic Town
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