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The Spatial Metaphors in Emir Kusturica's
UNDERGROUND

Shu Chenxi"
(* Tongji University, School of Humanities, Shanghai, Yangpu, 200092, China)

Abstract: Emir Kusturica's film UNDERGROUND traces the fate of a group of anti-fascist partisans
from World War II to the Bosnian War, artistically representing the historical trajectory of the
Yugoslav nation in the twentieth century. By constructing the "Underground" city, the film
metaphorically portrays a obscured and distorted national psyche. The partisans, represented by
Crni, remain trapped underground for decades, suspended in history between the fear of war and
loyalty to Tito. The "underground" serves both as a physical space of survival and a metaphorical
mental space, forming a symbolic structure that reflects and confronts the world above.
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