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A Brief Analysis of the Destruction of News Value by New
Yellow Journalism -- Taking the Thurman Cat a Cup "Qin
Lang’s lost homework in Paris" incident as an example
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Guangdong, 510925, China)

Abstract: In the era of new media, the ways in which the public accesses information have become
more diverse and widespread. Short videos, with their combination of sound and visuals, have quickly
become one of the most popular methods for information consumption. However, under the "frenetic"
spread of short videos, while the public can swiftly obtain the information they need, it also provides a
channel for the proliferation of a large amount of "new yellow journalism". The incident fabricated by
the influencer "Thurman Cat a Cup," titled "Qin Lang’ s lost homework in Paris" gained widespread
attention through short video platforms. After investigation, it was revealed to be a fabricated story,
which not only wasted social resources but also dampened the public's enthusiasm for the event. The
proliferation of "new yellow journalism" not only undermines the authority of media institutions and
lowers public taste but also gradually erodes the true value of news. This article analyzes the "Cat a
Cup" incident to elucidate the characteristics of "new yellow journalism,” examines its causes from
three aspects —traffic, gatekeeping awareness, and public preference —highlights the harms of its
proliferation, and explores potential solutions, aiming to restore the meaning of news and reestablish
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the fairness and authority damaged by this incident.
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