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Exploring the Emergence of Modern Chinese Novel
Enlightenment Thought through Xin Xiaoshuo

Song Chaohong"
(**School of Chinese and Law, Yantai Institute of Technology, Yantai, Shandong
264000, China)

Abstract: In 1902, Liang Qichao founded Xin Xiaoshuo, elevating the novel into a tool for
enlightenment and national salvation, reflecting the nationalist consciousness of late Qing
intellectuals under the influence of Western thought. The magazine's founding background,
authorial composition, and content presentation illustrate the emergence, dissemination, and
practice of novel-based enlightenment thought. Xin Xiaoshuo played an important role in
promoting the novel revolution and raising public political awareness. However, due to market
orientation, shifting reader tastes, and government censorship, its enlightenment function
gradually became marginalized, while literary and aesthetic values came to dominate. These
developments reflect the complex evolution of late Qing literary transformation and the
intellectuals’ efforts for national salvation.
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