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“In the Name of Sisterhood”: Approaching the Hybrid
Myth of Community in Herland

Gu Fan'
(*School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210093, China)

Abstract: As a masterpiece of American feminist utopian literature, Herland has received much
attention for its progressive significance in deconstructing femininity and dismantling the
institutionalization of motherhood, but little has been said about the sisterhood that is associated with
and supportive of motherhood. As an important polymer among mothers, sisterhood is both a key to
shaping natural motherhood as well as the organic community and an accomplice to the social
apparatus exerting control over motherhood. Born in a particular historical context of the “Separate
Sphere” which is exemplified by the politics of gendered space, sisterhood consolidates an isolated
country that can only operate through maternal thinking. The role of sisterhood in (de)constructing
motherhood works in harmony with the question of community pondered in the novel. Its complex
wandering between community and society unravels the hybrid myth of Gilman's community.
Keywords: Herland; community and society; myth; sisterhood; motherhood
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