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On Zhuangzi's Influence on Shao Yong's
Neo-Confucian Thought
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Abstract: Zhuangzi's thought is an important theoretical source of Shao Yong's neo-Confucianism.
In terms of ontology, Shao Yong borrowed Zhuangzi's concept of "huanzhong" , endowed it with
the meaning of origin, regarded the "center” in the innate diagram as the birthplace of all things
and principles, and viewed "huanzhong" as the existence form of the Taiji ontology. In
epistemology, Shao Yong inherited Zhuangzi's thinking of "viewing things from the perspective
of Dao", divided the levels of viewing things into viewing with the eyes, the heart, and the
principle, put forward the cognitive method of "viewing things from the perspective of things",
and emphasized getting rid of subjective factors to perceive the nature of all things. In terms of
realm theory, Shao Yong absorbed Zhuangzi's spirit of "xiaoyao", formed a unique realm of
"anle", and realized physical and mental settlement and harmony with all things through
"viewing things". Clarifying the specific connection between the two thoughts is of great
significance for accurately understanding Shao Yong's neo-Confucian thought.
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