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On the Raced Gender Ideology in 12 Years a Slave
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Abstract: The 86th Academy Award-winning film 12 Years a Slave not only recounts the humiliating
history of the African American community’ s otherization but also implicitly contains a raced gender
ideology. An analysis through the lens of the theory of the Other reveals that the traditional
masculinity of African American men gradually diminishes, while they are increasingly assigned
excessive feminine traits. Meanwhile, African American women, while retaining their femininity, are
compelled to exhibit excessive masculine traits. In mainstream American culture, the raced gender
ideology of African Americans is positioned in opposition to that of white Americans, serving to justify
the inferiority of African American culture and thereby providing a rationale for racial inequality.
Therefore, African Americans should not be expected to validate their worth by conforming to the
patriarchal gender norms of white society. However, reducing the media’ s homogenized and
stereotypical portrayals of the African American community is crucial to dismantling white
supremacist logic and achieving racial equality.
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