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Abstract: The Zong massacre was a incident in which the crew, compelled by a shortage of fresh
water, murdered and jettisoned numerous enslaved Africans. Situated within the context of the
late-eighteenth-century British imperial crisis, this otherwise routine practice of discarding
human cargo was seized upon by abolitionists. They attempted to reframe the Zong case in court,
transforming it from a commercial insurance dispute into a trial for mass murder. Following the
failure of their legal efforts, abolitionists pivoted to the court of public opinion, disseminating the
narrative of the Zong as a massacre to the wider public to foster a fundamental shift in popular
consciousness regarding slavery. Through its constant retelling by abolitionists, the Zong
incident thus became a crucial catalyst for the burgeoning British abolitionist movement of the
late eighteenth century.
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