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Abstract: Driven by the will to reconstruct traditional Chinese music and dance culture, Sun Ying
established Han-Tang Classical Dance as an emerging school—a concrete manifestation of cultural
conservatism, implicitly aimed at resisting the encroachment of modernity. However, his research
findings, as presented in staged performances, encountered academic skepticism and critique.
Consequently, Sun Ying shifted his focus to specialized historical research on the Han Dynasty, seeking
to ground the aesthetic and ideological foundation of Han-Tang Classical Dance in scholarly discourse.
By examining social contexts and adjacent art forms, he sought to historically reconstruct the dance
culture of the Han Dynasty, crafting an ethno-cultural aesthetic narrative centered on the “Han-Tang
spirit”, thereby asserting cultural legitimacy for this form of classical dance. he systematically
addressed the core debates surrounding whether Chinese classical dance authentically represents

ancient dance and whether such dances can be reconstructed. On one hand, he meticulously
restoredthe visage of Han Dynasty dance through comprehensive historical evidence; on the other,
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influenced by practical demands and contemporary discourse, his arguments implicitly followed a
historicist logic, leveraging the past to legitimize contemporary practice. This approach sought to
resolve the issue of artistic autonomy in Chinese classical dance through historical research.

Keywords: Han-Tang classical dance; Sun Ying; periodized specialized history; An Introduction to
Dance in the Han Dynasty of China.
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