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The Construction and Loss of Tao Yuanming's Literary
“Peach Blossom Spring”

Wang Shumei', Wang Jinxiao'
(College of Liberal Arts, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou, Jiangsu, 221116)

Abstract: As a utopian world depicted by Tao Yuanming, the literary generation and construction
path of “Peach Blossom Spring” is a topic worthy of exploration. Breaking through the existing
framework, the research finds that Tao Yuanming takes the natural aesthetics and farming
experience accumulated in his pastoral poems as the poetic foundation, translates the political
philosophy of “a small state with few people” in Laozi into a literary ideal, and borrows the narrative
model of the story of Liu Chen and Ruan Zhao collecting herbs. Through three dimensions, the
literary construction of “Peach Blossom Spring”  eis completed. What is particularly crucial is that
the text creates tension with th  “seeming real yet illusory” narrative, and uses the extension and
ultimate failure of the “seeking the ferry” action to metaphorically imply the lost trajectory of the
exploration of the ideal world. Until before the end of the Sui Dynasty and the beginning of the Tang
Dynasty, the silent state of “no one seeking the ferry” had never been broken.
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