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The "Disappearance” and "Return” of Place in the Digital
Media Era — Starting from Meyrowitz's No Sense of
Place
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Abstract: In his masterpiece No Sense of Place:The Impact of Electronic Media on Social Behaviour,
Meyrowitz constructed the Medium Theory, arguing that physical location is no longer an important
factor influencing social behaviour in the age of electronic media, and the concepts of "glocalization"
put forward since then have improved the media context theory. In today's era of rapid innovation in
digital media technologies, an analysis of the current media environment from the perspective of
Meyrowitz's theory reveals that social public scenarios have achieved more widespread integration,
while in many aspects, social locations and physical locations still present a state of separation.
However, the digital media era has also seen the emergence of new communication features: the
parameters of location have been re-emphasised, and the significance of physical presence has
received more attention. Despite the more pronounced transcendence of place by digital media, the
importance of physical location has not continued to decline, but has instead been re-emphasised and
re-attended to in some ways, and the geographical and media contexts of scenes have become
somewhat congruent.
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