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Knights Beyond Time and Space: The reception obstacles
and the path to classicization of Jin Yong's wuxia novels
in the Western world

_ Yang Maocongl*
(“Henan University, College of Journalism and Communication, Zhengzhou, Henan,
450046, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of cross-cultural communication, Jin Yong's wuxia novels have long
faced significant barriers to dissemination in the Western world, making it difficult for his works to
enter the classic literary canon, thus creating a “reception gap” based on cultural differences between
the East and the West. Currently, there are differences in the dimensions of translation and
publication, as well as conceptual barriers in text narration for Jin Yong's works in the Western world.
These issues reflect the cultural discount problems faced by wuxia novels in the West, including the
translation predicament of martial arts cultural terms, the obstacles in understanding Eastern ethical
and moral concepts, and the lack of historical and cultural background knowledge. On this basis, it is
necessary to adapt translation strategies to target readers through innovation, expand dissemination
channels by combining traditional and digital publishing, and seek value connections with Western
readers through universal interpretations of martial arts culture. This will help expand the influence
of Jin Yong's wuxia novels and construct a path for their classicization in the Western world.
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