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Analyzing Liu Xizai's Poetics of Ancient-style and
Modern-style Poetry in the Yigai
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Abstract: Liu Xizai looked at ancient-style poetry and modern-style poetry in a dialectical and broad
sense in his "Yigai", and put forward the view that both ancient and modern styles can be divided into
ancient and modern styles, and point out that ancient and modern styles should be distinguished by
style. The transformation and integration of the ancient and modern styles are not only related to the
political concepts and retro tendencies behind poetry creation, but also affected by complex factors
such as the degree of metrical liberalization, the transformation of thinking, and the absorption and
integration of creative techniques. Liu Xizai emphasized the "change" of the two, and the change of
ancient-style is that there is a modern style in ancient-style poetry, which reflects the acceptance of
sound rhythm and the innovative development of ancient-style poetry; The change of the
modern-style is that the modern-style poetry shows the ancient style, which reflects that the
modern-style poetry has innovated the shortcomings of Qi and Liang poetry style in the development
and attaches importance to the real politics. This dialectical poetics view not only has its unique
theoretical value, but also has enlightening significance on how to treat the ancient and modern two
styles today.
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