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Abstract: The Minguo Baixiang County Gazetteer (1932) documents 203 cases of chaste women (lienti)
from Baixiang County during the Ming and Qing periods, categorized as filial daughters-in-law
(xiaofu), chaste widows (jiefu), martyred maidens (lienii), and martyred wives (liefu)—a phenomenon
reflecting women’ s adherence to Neo-Confucian orthodoxy (lijiao) through extreme or quotidian acts
of virtue preservation. This institutionalized chastity reveals systemic constraints: rulers weaponized
the state commendation system (jingbiao) for moral indoctrination, while feudal ethical frameworks
(sangang wuchang, sancong side) ideologically reinforced patriarchal control, compounded by local
lineages promoting female chastity to accumulate clan prestige. Despite the ritualized glorification of
lienti, ordinary women’ s material conditions and social agency remained fundamentally unaltered
within the feudal patriarchal hierarchy.
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