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The Poetic Response and Application of Tao Yuanming's
"Ode about going home" in the field of Zen Buddhism

Hou Benta'
(“College of Humanities, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou Guangdong Province
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Abstract: As a classic literary work with profound influence, Tao Yuanming's "Ode about going
home" is also widely watched in the field of Zen Buddhism. On the one hand, some Zen monks are
dedicated to the creation of "Poetic Response to Tao Yuanming’ s Ode", either to express their desire
for seclusion or to encourage people to contemplate their own nature, demonstrating a literary trait
that prioritizes the expression of the Tao and gradually becomes more mundane. On the other hand,
some Zen monks have also applied the famous lines from the "Tao Yuanming’ s Ode" to their Buddhist
teachings and poetry creation, not only making them an integral part of their preaching but also
endowing the "Tao Yuanming’ s Ode" with brand-new Zen connotations. The dissemination and
application of literary classics in the field of Zen Buddhism not only demonstrate the interdisciplinary
research perspective between literature and religious studies, but also provide us with a highly
valuable examination perspective for in-depth exploration.
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