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On the Bestowing Rewards and Their Practice in the
Tribute Trade of the Ming Dynasty during the 15th
Century

Zhao Wenwen"
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Abstract: In the 15th century, with the launch of Zheng He’ s expeditions, the tribute trade system of
the Ming dynasty gradually took shape. Political and economic exchanges between China and
Southeast Asian countries as well as those along the Indian Ocean coast were becoming increasingly
frequent. As the core of this system, the practice of bestowing rewards carried the political intention
of the Ming government to strengthen diplomatic relations and was also an important point for the
continuous operation of the tributary trade. However, while existing scholarship has extensively
examined the political-diplomatic order and the content of tributes, further in-depth exploration is
still needed on the specific composition of these bestowed rewards and their practical uses in
overseas societies. This study analyzes the contents of rewards granted by the Ming dynasty and
further explores their uses in the recipient states. Research has found that the gifts bestowed in the
15th century not only had ceremonial and political symbolic significance but were also widely used in
the fields of royal life, gifts, decoration, burial objects and currency circulation.
Keywords: tributary trade, Ming dynasty (1368-1644), bestowing of rewards, practice
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