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On the contributions of Eastern Han Eunuchs to the Fields of
Education,science,and Culture

Fan Yufei'
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Abstract: During the Eastern Han Dynasty, eunuchs were one of the participating forces in the development of education,
science, and culture. In terms of educational innovation, the Hongdu Men Academy, established under the promotion of eunuchs,
broke through the traditional framework of Confucian classics as the sole educational content in the Han Dynasty, initiating a
new academic trend that emphasized literary and artistic studies. At the same time, the "adoption of sons" system facilitated the
redistribution of educational resources. Their contributions in the field of science were mainly reflected in their role in
technological innovation, craft dissemination, and scientific practice. In the cultural sphere, eunuchs participated in cultural
endeavors either through direct involvement or indirect recommendations. These achievements were made possible both by the
special patronage of imperial power and the cultural cultivation of some eunuchs, as well as their unique status in political
struggles.  Although their political roles have been highly controversial, their contributions during this period should not be
ignored.
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