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On the Contributions of Eastern Han Eunuchs to
the Fields of Education, Science, and Culture

Fan Yufei’

("Bohai University, Jinzhou, Liaoning Province, 121013)

Abstract: During the political struggles of the Eastern Han Dynasty, the eunuch group was often regarded as an evil
political force opposing the scholar-officials , while their contributions to education, science, and culture during this
period were neglected. In the field of education, the establishment of the Hongdu Gate Academy challenged the
traditional notion that Confucian classics were the sole focus of education, advocating instead for the study of literature
and the arts. In science and technology, a small number of eunuchs, leveraging their official positions and imperial
support, engaged in inventions and innovations. Culturally, some eunuchs with scholarly attainments presided over the
textual collation of Confucian classical documents. These achievements were made possible by imperial patronage, their
own cultural literacy, and their involvement in political maneuvering. However, most eunuchs originated from lower
social strata and were more inclined to embrace secular influences while rejecting orthodox Confucian ideals,

contributing to the vulgarization of late Eastern Han court culture.
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