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Abstract: Against the backdrop of the intertwined late Qing New Policy educational reforms a-
nd an unprecedentedly grave national crisis, "patriotism begins with love for one's native place
" emerged as a widely shared educational philosophy. Native—place education became a vital a
venue for cultivating civic consciousness and arousing patriotic sentiment. Located on the fr-

ontline of coastal defense, Dinghai in Zhejiang served as the political, military, economic, and
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cultural center of the Zhoushan Archipelago. Having repeatedly endured maritime prohibitio-
ns and warfare, its native—place education was intimately bound to the nation's destiny. In 19
06, Wang Hengyan, a native of Dinghai, compiled the Dinghai Native-Place Textbook, integrati-
ng family-state sentiment into elementary instruction. By chronicling historical tribulations and
the fate of his native place, he awakened family-state sentiment; through critiquing contemp-
orary maladies, he conveyed reformist ideals of practical statecraft. He envisioned the develop-
ment of transportation, communications, and other infrastructure, while advocating the defen-
se of maritime sovereignty. The book achieved an emotional sublimation from native-place att-
achment to national patriotism, representing both a paradigmatic practice of late Qing native—
place education and an important reference for contemporary patriotic education and the pre-
servation of native-place cultural heritage.
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