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Abstract: Xinyang Maojian, as a locally recognized product, has already been included in the
national intangible cultural heritage list. Its exquisitely traditional production techniques are n-
ot only an indispensable treasure in the treasury of Chinese tea culture but also reflect the I-
ocal knowledge of the Xinyang region. However, the intellectual property protection model ce-
ntered on geographical indications is gradually becoming insufficient to meet the needs of the
transmission of Xinyang Maojian techniques and community culture. The counterfeiting activ-
i-ties displayed in the market environment and the crisis in the transmission of intangible cul-
t-ural heritage skills indicate that the concepts within the current protection mechanisms are
not being effectively implemented. This article aims to analyze the institutional mismatches a-

nd fragmented management problems faced by Xinyang Maojian intangible heritage protection.
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There is a contradiction between the inherent characteristics of the modern intellectual prope-
rty system—its private rights, time limits, and innovation—incentive orientation—and the chara-
cteristics of intangible cultural heritage, which are communal, perpetual, and traditionally co-
nservative. The article advocates for constructing a collaborative protection system at the level
of legal policies, further strengthening the applicability and expansion of existing intellectual
property systems such as geographical indications, trademarks, and trade secrets to intangible
cultural heritage, while also prudently exploring and introducing international concepts of spe-
cial rights and soft law norms centered on 'community—informed consent and benefit—sharing.
" At the implementation level, it is necessary to build a multitier governance system supported
by national legislative guidance, local administrative coordination, industry community self-di-
scipline, and technical evidence, ultimately achieving the goals of intangible cultural heritage
transmission, healthy industrial development, and fair protection of community interests, pro-
viding both theoretical and practical references for the sustainable development of similar tra-
ditional craft intangible cultural heritage.

Keywords: Xinyang Maojian; Traditional production techniques; Geographical indication; Benef-
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