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Abstract: Tea, originally introduced from China to Europe, arrived in England in the 17th cen-
tury, where it was subsequently endowed with a distinctive cultural significance. The British
monarchy played a pivotal role in the early promotion of tea culture, laying a foundation for
its eventual transformation into a nationwide custom. Throughout the diffusion of tea culture,
the practice of tea drinking gradually shifted from a royal symbol and exclusive privilege in t-
he late 17th century to a widespread folk custom by the mid-19th century, profoundly reflecti-
ng changes in British social structure.
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