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Abstract: Within the literary context of the Qin and Han dynasties, the Great Wall was not m-
erely a static geographical entity but a dynamic cultural carrier, continually endowed with ne-
w connotations through contemporary writings. From the Qin to the Han dynasty, the imagery
of the Great Wall underwent a profound transformation—from a "physical barrier marking ac-
hievements and faults" to a "literary imaginary embodying the imperial mindset and individual
emotions." Qin official discourse molded it into a monument to military prowess, while popu-
lar narratives viewed it as a symbol of tyranny, creating a stark opposition. Han literature, ho-
wever, established its historical dimension through historical texts, infused personal sentiment
through rhapsodies (fu), and articulated the ethics of garrison life through Music Bureau poet-
ry (yuefu). Ultimately, this process elevated the Great Wall into a cultural—psychological boun-
dary defining the "distinction between Hua and Yi," laying the foundation for the rich comple-
xity of the Great Wall imagery in Chinese literature.
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