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Chinese Gothic

Jia Huahua'

(* Photographer, Shanghai, 201600, China)

Abstract: Chinese Gothic takes Gothic, a motif repeatedly appropriated in visual culture, as an
entry point to explore the relationship between geography, architecture, the body, and symb-
ols. Unlike Grant Wood and Gordon Parks, who construct cultural identity, this project focus-
es on a different cultural condition in the Chinese context: in the absence of a Gothic archit-
ectural tradition, a pseudo—European visual landscape has gradually formed through introduc-
tion, imitation, and collage. Since the 1930s, cities represented by Shanghai have built large

numbers of Western-style buildings, marking the early development of modernity in China; si-
nce the late 20th century, with the development of real estate, various architectural styles ha-
ve been mixed and reproduced, and European classical forms have been simplified into deco-
rative symbols, forming a de—historicized post—Gothic visual language. In this context, the p-
hotographer places herself in the image as an indexical body intervening in the spatial struct-
ure. The figure appears in a black dress, with a faceless and static posture, weakening subjec-
tivity and emphasizing the structural relationship between body and architecture. By juxtaposi-
ng the pseudo-historicity and symbolic features of architecture with the anonymity of the fig-

ure, the work reflects on cultural identity and visual perception. The project does not aim to

fEEMENT: Bk (1963-) , &, WLEM, T8, tlfESE: RREK
WS B, BRERE: 153115528@qg.com

-49 - www.shiharr.com


mailto:153115528@qq.com。
mailto:153115528@qq.com。

AT - By 5ammin

cons-truct a localized Gothic tradition, but uses simulacra and bodily posture to question the

production of the contemporary cultural landscape and its viewing and re-encoding by others.

Keywords: Photographic practice; Architectural landscape; Visual culture
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