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Inner Vision Beyond the Image

Yang Yifei'*
(* Xiaogan City Public Art Center, Xiaogan, Hubei, 438000, China)

Abstract: The project Inner Vision Beyond the Image is based on the detached gaze of New
Topographics photography, shifting the lens from grand social critique to subtle inner landscapes. It
abandons the pursuit of picturesque scenery and instead focuses on ordinary, anonymous
surroundings. The desolation and silence in these spaces become negatives that develop emotional
states. As Mitchell argues, landscape is a medium. This project attempts to break physical
boundaries and transform external landscape into a topographic map of the inner mind. In practice,
it focuses on the futile reproduction of nature by humans and the manifestation of the landscape’ s
own spiritual qualities. The images remove the utilitarian aspect of reality and present a cold
aesthetic detached from experience. Viewing becomes a form of psychological intervention. The
work aims to strip away habitual ways of seeing and induce a brief defocused state. Visual drift leads
to physiological dislocation, disrupting emotional balance and opening a space of silence. At this
point, the boundary between subject and object dissolves. Landscape is no longer a passive object
but a mirror and a trigger. Beyond the image refers to the surrounding world, while Inner Vision
refers to the hidden self. The work explores the potential of images as psychological and
philosophical media.
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