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Abstract: Against the backdrop of enlightenment and national salvation in modern Chinese hi-
story, the people-centered orientation of Marxist literary and art theory—namely, the principle
that art serves the people—responded to the demands of the era. Since the twentieth century,
numerous Chinese artists have created artistic works dedicated to serving the broad masses, s-
haping and sustaining representative images of "the people" across different historical periods
and embodying the prevailing themes of their times. Art has not only played a motivating rol-
e in national development but has also functioned as a medium for the construction of collec-
tive memory, evoking emotional resonance and cultural identification among the people. Dra-
wing on theories of collective memory, this paper analyzes the sharedness, selectivity, and re-
presentational nature of people—centered art in the construction of collective memory, highlig-
hting the crucial role of collective memory in fostering national identity and ethnic cohesion.
The study argues that the rational construction of the Chinese nation's collective memory thr-o
ugh artistic works contributes to strengthening cultural confidence and promoting the contem-

porary transformation of Chinese culture.
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