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Wang Jinghao', He Jingwei'
(* Guangzhou University, School of Fine Arts and Design, Guangzhou, Guangdong
510006, China)

Abstract: This paper takes the Canton trade paintings as the research object, exploring their r-
ole in Sino—Western cultural exchange and the construction of the Chinese image as well as

the representation of the Western perspective. The thesis analyzes from four aspects: historical
background, artistic features, mechanisms of image construction, and the Western perspective.
By combining specific cases, it reveals how these trade paintings influence the Western perc-
eption of China through visual language. The study indicates that the Canton trade paintings

not only reflect the diversity of Chinese culture, but also demonstrate the Western cultural st-
ance and aesthetic preferences. Through the interpretation of images and texts, this paper cla-
rifies the duality of these paintings in cultural transmission, which both spread Chinese cultu-
re and are constrained by Western imagination and prejudice. The research contributes to a

deeper understanding of Sino—Western cultural interactions and provides references for furth-

er studies in related fields.
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