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The Typological Methodology in the Design
of Three “Big Roof” Morphological Projects

HONG BIN

Abstract:This paper takes three projects—"Songjiang Guangfulin Site Museum,”

“Zhujiajiao North-South Square Commercial Street,” and “Songjiang Boutique
Hotel” —as practical samples to explore the in-situ translation of typological
methodology in contemporary Chinese architectural creation. The design team, taking
the “large roof” as a prototype, responds to the multiple contexts of site memory,
ancient town texture, and water town courtyard through three spatial operations:

“waterborne floating,” “linear flow,” and “clustered layering.” By means of three
stages—type extraction, transformation, and placemaking—the traditional roof is
translated into modern structures and materials, achieving the coexistence of “memory
of the past” and “perception of the modern.” Practice shows that typology is not a

rigid repetition but a “generative framework” that can accommodate differences and



changes, providing a sustainable path for the contemporary expression of historical

cultural context.
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