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Abstract: The "Stele and Copy Controversy" of the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China
profoundly reshaped the modern calligraphy education paradigm. Kang Youwei's system of
"Emphasis on Stele, Suppression of Copies" in "Guangyi Zhou Shuangji" broadened the sources of
artistic reference, but its radicalism and limitations led to a dual dilemma of aesthetic singularity and
a break in the transmission of brush techniques. Yu Youren, as an inheritor and critical reformer of
stele thought, through creative practices of "integration of stele and copy" and the theoretical
construction of "standard cursive script," successfully dissolved the binary opposition of stele and
copy. He opened up an educational path that achieves innovation through the deep integration of
technique and Daoist essence while merging classical elements. This article systematically elaborates
on the educational genes embedded in Yu Youren's calligraphy philosophy, its methodological
significance contained in the "three-phase" evolution, and focuses on the implications of the
characteristics of the "standard cursive script"—symbolization, systematization, and popularization—
for constructing a modern calligraphy teaching system. Research shows that Yu Youren's advocated
aesthetic paradigm of "having both majesty and elegance" and the technical system of "stele script
and running script" address the current issues of calligraphy education that tend to overly emphasize
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craftsmanship in copying steles or result in superficial imitation. This reconfigures an educational
model that possesses both depth in tradition and the spirit of the times, holding significant
theoretical value and practical guidance.

Keywords: Yu Youren; Integration of inscriptions and rubbings; Standard cursive script; Calligraphy
education
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