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Abstract: From a linguistic perspective, this paper explores the modes of expression for “Tao,”
the core concept in the Tao Te Ching. Given that "Tao" possesses the transcendental
characteristic of a “great form having no shape” (KR T¥), Laozi creatively employed
rhetorical devices such as symbolism and metaphor to render "Tao" both concrete and vivid.
Through a systematic analysis of symbolic images represented by “Xuédn Pin” (the Mysterious
Feminine), “Shui” (Water), and “Wu” (Emptiness), as well as ontological and structural
(the Uncarved Wood) and “Tud Yue” (the Bellows), this study
reveals how these symbolic elements articulate the multifaceted aspects and philosophical
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metaphors represented by “Pu

»

connotations of “Tao.” The paper concludes that symbolism and metaphor are not merely

rhetorical techniques for ornate embellishment but are ideological vehicles highly isomorphic

3]

with the philosophical substance of “Tao.” They function asa “bridge” connecting the
abstract ontology of "Tao" with its concrete practices and serve as the “finger pointing at the
moon” (#§HZF) for comprehending the entire philosophical system of the Tao Te Ching.
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