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Abstract: Hedges play a vital role in linguistic communication. In diplomatic speeches,
spokespersons frequently use hedges to enhance the precision of language and the flexibility of
expression, thereby conveying their stance and attitude more effectively. This study adopts
Verschueren’ s Adaptation Theory and follows E.F. Prince’ s classification criteria for hedges.
Taking as its corpus the speeches delivered by Chinese and Japanese representatives at the
United Nations General Debate from 2008 to 2024, the paper conducts a systematic comparison
of the characteristics and differences in the use of hedges in Chinese and Japanese diplomatic
discourse. Furthermore, it interprets the use of hedges from the perspective of pragmatic
adaptation in the context of intercultural communication.
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