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Abstract: This study addresses the prevalent issues in photography majors' Chinese Traditional
Culture courses, which are often dominated by a visual—centric approach and lack genuine c-
ultural experience. By introducing Sarah Pink's sensory ethnography as a core theoretical fra-
mework, this research proposes a practical teaching reform aimed at a transformation "from

m

'seeing' to 'sensory immersion,' and from 'documenting' to 'translation." This study argues that
the learning of traditional culture should not be limited to the identification and reproductio-
n of visual symbols. Instead, it should be a multi—sensory, embodied experience grounded in

local participation. Drawing on Pink's sensory ethnography methodology and its core concepts
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of place, embodied perception, and digital technology intervention, the project seeks to guide
students in shifting their photographic creation from a mere representational technique to a r-
esearch method and practical pathway for exploring cultural sensations, understanding local e-
xperiences, and producing creative visual translations. This framework aspires to provide a pa-
radigm for the "New Liberal Arts" curriculum reform in photography education that balances
theoretical depth with practical feasibility. It also responds to key concerns in disciplinary de-
velopment, including interdisciplinary integration, methodological innovation, and the internal-
ization of ideological and political education within the curriculum.

Keywords: Photography Education; Traditional Culture; Sensory Anthropology; Visual Translati-

on, Locality
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