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The Coexistence of Heaven and Humanity and the Return
of Human Nature: A Comparative Study of Laozi and
Rousseau's Naturalistic Educational Ideals

Hui Nie®
(*Chengdu Shude Experimental Middle School (West District), Chengdu City,
Sichuan Province, 610000, China)

Abstract:From the perspective of ecological philosophy, the Eastern Taoist "Dao Fa Nature View" and
the Western Enlightenment "Return to Nature Theory" have formed a cross temporal and spatial
dialogue in ecological education philosophy. The educational mechanism of "self-reliance" proposed
by Laozi and the educational model of "natural state" constructed by Rousseau jointly completed the
dual paradigm revolution. One is to deconstruct the anthropocentric educational paradigm and
achieve an epistemological shift from disciplinary education to ecological orientation; Secondly,
reconstruct the educational value coordinates of "coexistence between heaven and man", and reveal
the functional positioning of living organisms in the ecosystem through phenomenological restoration
methods. The two paths lead to the triple cultivation goal of ecological ethics consciousness, which is
to cultivate intersubjective cognitive ability, construct ecological niche responsibility consciousness,
and achieve the ontological realm of coexistence between things and themselves.
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