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Abstract: This study takes Tianzifang in Shanghai and Hongcun in Anhui Province
as case studies to explore the activation and symbiotic mechanisms of intangible
cultural heritage (ICH) in historic districts. Based on field surveys, semantic analysis
of visual elements, and space syntax analysis, the study systematically examines the
composition of ICH types, characteristics of visual landscapes, and spatial distribution
patterns in the two sites. The results show that Tianzifang primarily follows an urban
creative model, while Hongcun follows a rural heritage preservation model, with distinct

strategies for the visual presentation, spatial arrangement, and experiential activities of
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ICH. The study focuses on four categories of ICH—traditional craftsmanship and arts,

folk performing arts, traditional medicine, and folk customs and cuisine—analyzing

their spatial embedding, visual display, and interactive experiences. Based on these

findings, the study summarizes strategies for the symbiotic development of ICH in

historic districts, providing practical reference for the living preservation of ICH and the

sustainable development of historic streetscapes.

Key word: Intangible cultural heritage; Historic districts; Visual landscapes;

Symbiotic development; Revitalization
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