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Research on the Teaching Reform of
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the Guidance of Ideological and Political
Education and the Drive of Design Thinking
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Abstract: Against the dual backdrop of “New Liberal Arts” and “Curriculum
Ideology and Politics,” the traditional shortcomings of the commercial exhibition space
design course—" emphasizing skills over ethics and outcomes over process” —have
become increasingly evident. This study establishes a “Two-Winged Model” where

“moral education and talent cultivation form the core, while ideological guidance and
design thinking serve as the wings,” and implements two rounds of iterative reforms

on the municipal-level key course “Commercial Exhibition Space Design” at Shanghai
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University of Commerce. Using action research methods, the study restructures content

through six progressive modules and evaluates students with a “process + differentiation”

assessment approach. Results show that students have won 12 first-place awards in national

and provincial-level competitions, launched 24 innovation and entrepreneurship projects (2

at the municipal level), and the course along with its supporting courses were awarded first

place in Shanghai’ s Aesthetic Education Evaluation Case and the title of “Most Beautiful

Art Course.” The reforms effectively achieve the unity of value shaping, knowledge

exploration, ability building, and character development, offering a replicable “ideology +

design thinking” paradigm for design-oriented courses.

Keywords: Ideological and Political Education in Courses; Design Thinking;

Commercial Exhibition Space; Teaching Reform; New Liberal Arts
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