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Imagining “the Populace” : An Analysis of
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Take the research on traditional Chinese
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Abstract: There is a problem of ambiguity in the object category of design research with
a civilian and folk orientation, which leads to the misplacement of the research object and
the formation of “pseudo-descriptive” research. By studying the concepts and categories
of civilian and folk, and taking traditional furniture as the “object” in design research,

it is found that the fluidity of the “object” and the transformation from the hierarchical
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system to the democratization of the “folk” are the objective factors of the misplacement.

However, what lies behind this is the limited perspective of design research from folk art

to modern design research. The “deep description” logic of anthropology can clarify

the research phenomenon of the “folk” . In the current context, this paper attempts to

dissolve “pseudo-description” from the participation mechanism and the characteristics

of the digital age. It is hoped that the limitations of traditional furniture as the “object” of

research can be used to re-examine the basic value of the entire design research object and

return to the essence of design, which is truly people-oriented.

Keywords: Imagining “the Populace” ; Pseudo-Depiction; Civilian; Folk; Design

research;
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